SPAWNING DEVIATIONS IN THS HOTROPIS LUTRINSIS ----(THE ASIAN FIRE BARB
OR THC FIRE MINIIOW)
BY FRANK G.PAGORIA

Ono of our locol “"chain" dopartment storecs had "Firo Minnows" on sale for
29¢ cachyso I bought five knowing that they worc a native fish.Roscarching
their corrcet neme,I discovcrcd that they woro tho Notropis lutronsis,indi -
gonous to tho lowor Mississippi valloy from southern Illinois,dovm to Toxas.

I placed thom in a ten-gellon aquorium with an undergravel filter.No othor
acrotion was provided.
Only onc fish had any hint of coloring to it,thu$I assumcd that this wgs
a male,One of the other four fishos was very fot,this turned out to be 2 fe-
malo with a four inch roundworm., _

- I had sct up a veranda of rcd shale in one corner as a planting site for
anarchris.The aquarium was placcd on a lower level of my "tropical" tanks,
(with room temporature for my other fish)this gave the Redfins a tcmperaturo
of about 50 to 65 dugrecs maintained until warmer outside temperatures warm-
cd up the insido. ‘

Tho Notropis glsdly accepted frozen brine with their usual fare of Tetra-
min flake foods,which thoy ate grecdily.Occasionally they were given live
daphnia frxom my poor culturc.Crushod snails were also given sinco the tank
had many in it,.

Eventually I was down to thrce fishes——— two malc and a femalc.The males
constantly drove that female from onc end to thoe othor. Help for her came
when the bigger male decided he wanted hor all for himsclf.The chase soon
transferrcd from the femzle to the little male. Tho little malc soon rofused
to comec out of hiding oven to cat.Noccdloss to say,he soon died. This devel~
opment loft me with an unproven pair.Their aquarium vas slowly losing the
plant life from the snails presont,I also discovored hydra on the walls.

There will be no spgwning in this tank! : o

lay and June camec and want as the water tomperature slowly climbed to 72,

The fow reforences that I could find montioned 76 as their spawning requirc=—

ment. Mosquito larvac was now available and this bocame an occasional treat

for my Fire minnows., July came and the tompcrature was still 72 in that tank.
1y aquariums arc sct up on my west wall(in a sparc bedroom) with a double

window facing very slighly tonorthcast.This allowed the sun to shine into

their tank as it roso}&hoy rccoivod a shaft of sunlight for maybe an hour dai-

1ly). You might say it was natural lighting,although my tropicals have 15% hours

of ovorhead lighting. '

On July 12th as I was focding thomyI noticod what lookecd likc eggs on a
large picce of shalc.They were placed theke similar to a cichlid's manner,
Since these two had a tank to themsclves,I knew the oggs were theirs.According
to the books,thosc fish scattor their ocggs like Danios and have a scmi-sdhosive
naturc."My" cggs looked as if thoy wero plaecd therc and they were more ad-
hosive than supposed. Profoessor Sterba in his "FRESHWATER IPISHES OF THE WORLD",
describes the scattering of thwir oggs.

(Continued on pagé23)
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DEVIATIONS (continucd from page 22)

Not being rcady to argue with a distinguished authority like Profcssor
Storba,I checked other sources (sce roforoncus)e. Both of theosc implied that
Notropis lutronsis wero ogg~scattorcrs,though I had proof to the contrary.

I removed the slatce and placed it in a quart container of their tank water,
adding a drop of Methylcne blue with an air stone for acrotion. The cggs
storted hatching on July 14th ond finished on the 16bh,when I removed the slate.
There was approximately sixty-five eggs. On the 17th I began foeding "Liqui-
Fry"Egg laycr to the fry by placing the drops in the airstream for bettor dis—
persal.Five days later,I began focding baby live brine and suppleoments of
Totra-min "E" dry powder food. A month has passed and I have 45 fry still a~
live and prospcring.They arc of various sizcs,probably duc to some gettlng to
the food bcforc others.

Not wanting to sct-up anoth:ir tank,I switched the parcnts to the five-gullon
that the young werc growing 1n,p1aclng thom in the ten.When I put the young
in thc ten I noticed threc nowly-hatched fry in the ten.The snails had mlssed
the eE8s.

Todey is August 20th and I noticed thc paronts arc very active."Ded" is also

very briliant and restloss.

DEVIATIOW #2--- DaD'S tubcrcles are on his forchcad,not his gills as noted in
other information,

The fishes arc ra&lly nevvous,so I assume I'm about to bec blossed with ano-
ther spavn.To prove my first spawn as incovwrcet information,I placed some
artificial anarchris in the aquarium with the slate to induce them. You guess—
ed it == thoy .r¢ in the front right hand cornor spawning liko crazy,( a good
8ix to cight inches from the plonts or slatc). Thoy swam back and forth in the
front glass occasionally going to thce corner and embracing(thc male: always on
the left side of thc female) oxpelling og s on the right. Thoy would run down
the corner,as angels might do while placing their spawm,only in reverse dircc—
tion. Upon closer examination,l found about scvon ogys placed in the corner
and about 35 eggs on tho bottom ncar the cornere.

while it cannot be classcd as ogg placing,it definitcly can be cousidered
ch01ce of sight. Not having timc nor spage to save the ecggs,I allowed tho par—
ontqﬂdovour«thom. The temperaturc was 79 for this spawnlng,W1th the aquarium
on a North wall and no sunllght(ln fact it rained this mornlnb)w1th overcast
skies,.

These expericnccs sort of make you wonder if the preparation of "brecding
tanks" arc worthwhile,since fishes can and do change their habits,
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5Ec0mby,
SPRWNING
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